
12 METRO Tuesday, February 26, 2013�
   

Digital TV with TiVo: 
+  TiVo box – record, pause and rewind live TV, up to 250 

hours recording space, record three shows at once 

+  Over 55 channels including Dave and Film4 

+  5 HD channels included

+  NEW Virgin TV Anywhere – watch live TV on your 
PC, laptop, iPad or iPhone

+  Catch Up TV – ITV On Demand, BBC iPlayer, 4oD 
and Demand 5

Fibre optic broadband:  
+  Up to 30Mb fibre optic broadband – 3x faster than 

the UK averagev

+  Unlimited downloads – no caps or hidden charges†

Calls:
+  Unlimited weekend calls to UK landlines, 

0870 numbers* and Virgin Mobile phones

 

Digital TV with TiVo:
+  TiVo box – record, pause and rewind live TV, up to 250 

hours recording space, record three shows at once 

+  Over 90 channels including Sky1 and Sky Living 

+  6 HD channels including Film4 HD

+  NEW Virgin TV Anywhere – watch live TV on your 
PC, laptop, iPad or iPhone 

+  Catch Up TV – Sky On Demand, ITV On Demand, 
BBC iPlayer, 4oD and Demand 5

+  TV On Demand – a vast library of entertainment

Fibre optic broadband:  
+  Up to 30Mb fibre optic broadband – 3x faster than 

the UK averagev

+  Unlimited downloads – no caps or hidden charges†

Calls:
+  Unlimited weekend calls to UK landlines,  

0870 numbers* and Virgin Mobile phones

Digital TV with TiVo:
+  TiVo box – record, pause and rewind live TV, up to 250 

hours recording space, record three shows at once 

+  Over 185 channels including Sky1, FX and Nickelodeon

+  27 HD channels including ESPN HD

+  NEW Virgin TV Anywhere – watch live TV on your 
PC, laptop, iPad or iPhone

+  Catch Up TV – Sky On Demand, ITV On Demand,  
BBC iPlayer, 4oD and Demand 5

+  TV and Music On Demand – ready whenever you are

+  Plus – extra HD box for another room

Fibre optic broadband:  
+  Up to 60Mb fibre optic broadband – 6x faster than 

the UK averagev

+  Unlimited downloads – no caps or hidden charges†

Calls:
+  Unlimited weekend calls to UK landlines,  

0870 numbers* and Virgin Mobile phones

Classic Collection

£8 
a month for 6 months, then £18 a month 
with a Virgin Phone line for £14.99 a month. 

Essential Collection

£13 
a month for 6 months, then £26 a month
with a Virgin Phone line for £14.99 a month.

Premiere Collection

£24 
a month for 6 months, then £48 a month 
with a Virgin Phone line for £14.99 a month. 

Only 
when you 
join online

Essential Collection Premiere Collection

keep up

Right now our Collections are half price for 
6 months, plus we’ll give you £60 off just 
for joining online. But be quick, our £60 offer 
ends on Thursday, so don’t miss out.

Hurry, half price for 6 months, 
plus £60 off, ends in 3 days.

ends on Thursday, so don’t miss out.

SERVICES AVAILABLE IN VIRGIN MEDIA CABLED STREETS ONLY. VIRGIN MEDIA LINE RENTAL £14.99 A MONTH. INSTALLATION FEE £49.95 APPLIES. Subject to network capacity, status and credit checks. £60 credit on Collections ends 28th February 2013. 6 months half price offer available until at least June. All offers: AVAILABLE TO NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY (subject to status and credit checks) AND SUBJECT TO AN 18-MONTH 
MINIMUM TERM CONTRACT. May not be used in conjunction with any other offer unless stated by Virgin Media. If you upgrade any service within your Collection or bundle, standard pricing will apply to that upgrade. Virgin Media reserves the right to withdraw or amend the discount if you change any part of your offer package. Standard prices apply after 6 months. If you cancel during your minimum contract period, an early 
disconnection fee will apply. 6 months half price: Available on Broadband L (30Mb) with a phone line, TV M+ with a phone line and the Classic, Essential, Premiere and VIP Collections. Half price discount not applicable to line rental, Premium channels or TiVo monthly charge for additional TiVo boxes. If you upgrade any service within your Collection or bundle, standard pricing will apply to that upgrade. Offer available until 
at least 30th June 2013, we reserve the right to withdraw the offer after that. £60 credit on Collections: Offer ends 28th February 2013. To receive a £60 credit you must take one of our Essential, Premiere or VIP Collections. Standard bundle prices apply. £10 off for 6 months: £10 off bundle price per month, for 6 months (£60 in total). Available until at least 30th April 2013. We reserve the right to withdraw this offer at any 
time after that. Offer available on bundles including Broadband L (30Mb) with a phone line at a minimum. Also available on the Classic, Essential, Premiere and VIP Collections. Prices are subject to change. TV: HD TV set, V HD Box or TiVo box connected with HDMI cables required for HD channels. Once purchased, all chargeable On Demand content must be viewed within 48 hours. On Demand movies are pay-per-title. Catch 
Up TV content available for 7 days after broadcast. TiVo service: New 12-month minimum term contract applies for existing customers. The monthly TiVo charge is £2.50 a month for the first 6 months, then £5 a month after that for your first TiVo box on top of your M, M+, L or XL package. All additional TiVo boxes will be charged at our standard £5 a month. 500GB box: Storage of 250 hours of standard definition content. 
Information about your TiVo use: By having the TiVo service and/or by using it you are providing your consent for us to use your viewing information to personalise your experience of the TiVo service (in addition to the other purposes set out in our privacy policy). We may share with third parties information about your use of the TiVo service in an aggregated form which will not personally identify you. This aggregated data 
may be used by those third parties for their marketing purposes (e.g. to improve their targeting of advertising based on user preferences). TiVo is a trademark or registered trademark of TiVo Inc. and its subsidiaries worldwide. Broadband: vFaster claims: Ofcom’s review of UK broadband speeds published in August 2012, based on Ofcom May 2012 test results. Virgin Media vs major UK ISPs (average download speeds). 
Speeds referred to are download speeds. †Acceptable use policy applies. Heaviest users’ download speeds may also be affected by Traffic Management measures from 4pm to 9pm and 10am to 3pm – see website for details. Speed of internet connection assumes components working at optimum speed and capacity. Wireless-enabled equipment required: Wireless performance varies according to home environment. 
Virgin TV Anywhere: Content available to view depends on TV pack. Live streaming and On Demand available in the UK with broadband or WiFi internet access only. Access via PC, laptop or Virgin TV Anywhere app. Maximum of 2 devices per account. TiVo tools for TiVo customers only. Minimum 800Kbps recommended per device accessing the service concurrently. Virgin TV Anywhere app: Only available to TiVo 
customers with compatible device (currently iOS devices only). Phone: Full details of call charges/connection fees at virginmedia.com/callingcosts. *Zero-rated tariff applies to the first hour of direct-dialled calls to numbers beginning 01, 02, 03 and 0870 (not other numbers such as those beginning 084 and 070), starting within the relevant period. Inclusive calls to Virgin Mobile numbers in the UK are included if mobile 
numbers called have been active in the previous 90 days (i.e. a chargeable call, text or data session has been made). Call categories are aligned with your home phone call plan. Re-dial before 60 minutes to avoid call charges. General: All prices include VAT. Information correct at February 2013. Calls may be monitored. Payment may be required in advance. Further Legal Stuff applies. Go to virginmedia.com for details.

Plus
£60 off

Plus
£60 off

virginmedia.com
0800 052 1957

Hollywood rolls
out Red carpet

METRO in focus

Hollywood is increasingly looking east in the search for bigger box office 
receipts but does the censorship which comes with Chinese cinema mean a 
compromise for artists and audiences? JENNI MARSH investigates...

When James 
Cameron’s film Titanic 

was released in 3D in China 
last year, censors cut part of 

the scene where Kate Winslet 
poses naked for Leonardo 

DiCaprio. Viewers only 
saw her from the 

neck up

A scene from 
James Bond movie 

Skyfall was cut in China 
because it showed the 
shooting of a Chinese 

security guard

China has a quota 
system which allows only 

34 foreign films to be released 
there every year.

14 
of these must be in  3D or IMAX

There are about 

13,000
 cinema screens in China. 

In 2002, there 
were  1,300

China’s movie box office 
increased by 31% last year to 

£1.8bn,
 making it a record yearSources: China's State 

Administration of 
Radio, Film and 

Television,  Chongqing 
Economic Times, 
Artisan Gateway

13
minutes was cut from Men In 

Black 3 for Chinese 
audiences as it showed an 

alien disguised as a 
Chinese waitress 

I
T’S one of the most famous scenes in 
movie history. Hours before the Titanic 
sinks, Leonardo DiCaprio’s Jack 
sketches his love Rose, played by Kate 
Winslet, in the nude, wearing only the 

Heart of the Ocean diamond.
But when the film was re-released in 3D in 

China last year, viewers hoping to see a lot 
of Winslet were left disappointed.

Chinese censors decided it was appropri-
ate only to see the actress from the neck up. 
The State Administration of Radio, Film 
and Television, the Chinese government 
branch which controls the content of all en-
tertainment, deemed it harmful to ‘building 
a harmonious ethical social environment’.

While such judgments seem archaic to the 
West, the truth could be the opposite. As 
China undergoes a boom at the box office, 
Hollywood is increasingly bowing to propa-

ganda officials’ tastes and codes. Already, 
2013 has been a box office record breaker in 
China. You may not have seen Painted Skin: 
The Resurrection, but Wuershan’s fantasy 
became the highest grossing Chinese film of 
all-time with the biggest domestic opening 
day gross ever.

The record didn’t last long, as comedy 
Lost In Thailand and action adventure Chi-
nese Zodiac recently relegated the film to 
third place, while Stephen Chow’s action 
comedy, Journey To The West: Conquering 
The Demons, took £8.2million in its first 24 
hours and is on track to be China’s most 
profitable film. And it’s only February. In 

China, multiplexes are mushroom-
ing, with nine cinemas being built 
every day. There has been a tenfold 
increase in the number of screens in 
as many years (from 1,300 in 2002 
to 13,000 by the end of 2012).

There is still only one cinema for 
every 220,000 people in China, against 
9,000 in the US. China has a population 
of 1.3billion, with a burgeoning middle-
class with money to spend on leisure activi-
ties.

Hollywood has been quick to see the  
potential behind such numbers and is chasing 
the Chinese box office with great success. 
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Last year, China’s box office was dominated 
by foreign films after a February trade agree-
ment was signed to allow more Hollywood 
movies to be screened there. But in order to 

get its films shown in 
China, Holly-

wood studios 
must tweak 
s t o r y -
lines, sac-
r i f i c e 
s c e n e s 
and by-
pass any 

t h e m e s 
d e e m e d 

potentially 
controversial 

for a Chinese  
audience, es-

p e c i a l l y 
politics.

S o , 
w h i l e 
C l o u d 
Atlas is 
1 7 2 

minutes 
long in 

British cin-
emas, in 

mainland China                                                                                               
            it was 40 minutes 

shorter after censors hacked out exposi-
tory sequences and ‘passionate love 

scenes’. Even James Bond didn’t avoid the 
cuts. In his latest outing, Skyfall, a scene in 

which a French hitman shoots a Chinese 
security guard in the elevator of a Shanghai 
skyscraper lobby vanished. In addition, a 
conversation between Bond, played by 
Daniel Craig and a hostess (Bérénice Mar-
lohe) in a Macau casino about prostitution is 
translated in Mandarin subtitles as a differ-
ent, more sanitised, exchange.  

I
n their bid to woo Chinese audiences, 
Hollywood studios are shooting scenes 
on location in China. Transporting 
their sets to Communist Party territory 
gives officials even more power over 

what di-
r e c t o r s 
can and 
c a n n o t 
i n c l u d e 
in their 
films.

R o b 
Cain is a 
producer 
and con-
s u l t a n t 
on cine-
ma in 
China. Having once had a film in Shanghai 
temporarily closed down, he knows the  
importance of keeping censors in the loop. 

His crew had made a last-minute altera-
tion to a scene, without realising someone 
on set was feeding information back to the 
Communist Party.  

Despite the renewed interest in China 
from Hollywood, he says US film makers 

still make movies for the West first and 
Asia is often an afterthought.

‘Even though China is the second largest 
market in the world – and a very important 
one for Hollywood – studios still aren’t 
getting a lot of money back there,’ he said.

‘The share they are granted from the box 
office is 25 per cent of the ticket price, rath-
er than 50 per cent. So, even though China 
has big box office numbers, that equates to 
only half of what studios would get if it 
were another country paying the standard 
rates. As the market grows, that will change.’

One way studios can bypass the rough 

rate for foreign films is gaining co-produc-
tion status, which lets distributors yield 43 
per cent of the ticket price. Kung Fu Panda 
3, coming in 2016, has opted for this route, 
while Disney and Marvel went down a sim-
ilar road for this year’s Iron Man 3.

But co-production with a Chinese firm in-
volves working in parallel with propaganda 
chiefs. Scripts must be submitted at an ear-

ly stage, officials should be present on set 
and, preferably, favourable Chinese charac-
ters should be woven into the plot. 

‘There is a lot of frustration about the 
rules and censorship and hurdles and diffi-
culties of getting a film made and distrib-
uted in China,’ said Mr Cain. ‘But there is 
also a fascination with the culture and the 
opportunity there.’

Just as Hollywood prowls on China’s film 
business, the desire for financial gain seems 
mutual. Last year, Chinese property and 
entertainment group Dalian Wanda Group 
purchased the second largest theatre chain 

in the US, AMC 
Entertainment, 
and announced 
plans to invest 
£6.6billion in 
the company. 

For Mr Cain, 
a Chinese com-
pany buying a 
US film studio 
would ‘send 
s h o c k w a v e s 
through Holly-
wood’. He said: 

‘It’s feasible now that China Film Group, 
with its IPO [initial public offering], could 
be raising enough money to invest in a Hol-
lywood studio. 

‘That would be a case where you have a 
company owned by the Communist Party 
having not just an influential role but a con-
trolling role in a major cultural company in 
America. That raises a lot of questions.’

When James 
Cameron’s film Titanic 

was released in 3D in China 
last year, censors cut part of 

the scene where Kate Winslet 
poses naked for Leonardo 

DiCaprio. Viewers only 
saw her from the 

neck up

A scene from 
James Bond movie 

Skyfall was cut in China 
because it showed the 
shooting of a Chinese 

security guard

China has a quota 
system which allows only 

34 foreign films to be released 
there every year.

14 
of these must be in  3D or IMAX

There are about 

13,000
 cinema screens in China. 

In 2002, there 
were  1,300

China’s movie box office 
increased by 31% last year to 

£1.8bn,
 making it a record yearSources: China's State 

Administration of 
Radio, Film and 

Television,  Chongqing 
Economic Times, 
Artisan Gateway

13
minutes was cut from Men In 

Black 3 for Chinese 
audiences as it showed an 

alien disguised as a 
Chinese waitress 

303
movies were shown in China last 

year, 75% of which were 
domestic movies, accounting for 
48% of total box office takings

Imax has 

217 
theatres which are open or 
will be open in China soon

Less than

5%
of Chinese films broke even 
in the first half of last year


